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bought over to the interests of Philip; and the
Doctor was the principal agent in the negotiations.
He added that, three years previously, Lopez had
secured the release from prison of a Portuguese
spy, named Andrada, in order that he should go
to Spain and arrange for the poisoning of Don
Antonio* The information was complicated and
strange; the authorities took a careful note of it;
and waited for further developments.

At the same time, Gomez d'Avila was shown the
rack in the Tower.    His  courage forsook him,
and he confessed that he was  an  intermediary,
employed to carry letters backwards and forwards
between Ferreira in England and another Portu-
guese, Tinoco, in Brussels, who was in the pay of
the Spanish Government.    The musk and amber
letter, he said, had been written by Tinoco and
addressed to Ferreira, under false names.    Gomez
was then plied with further questions, based upon
the information obtained from Ferreira.    It was
quite true, he admitted, that there was a plot to
buy over Don Antonio's son.    The youth was to
be bribed with 50,000 crowns and the musk and
amber letter referred to this transaction.    Ferreira,
examined in his turn, confessed that this was so.

Two months later Burghley received a communi-
cation from Tinoco. He wished, he said, to go to
England, to reveal to the Queen secrets of the
highest importance for the safety of her realm,
which he had learnt at Brussels; and he asked for